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National Boreal Caribou Knowledge Consortium

NBCKC: CWD Knowledge Network

● Welcome!

● Before we get started…

○ Is your name correct?

○ Is your camera on / microphone muted?

○ Are you seeing the chat screen?

○ Comments and questions are welcome in chat

● Outline for today

○ Overview of the NBCKC

○ What brings us here today

○ Getting to know one another

○ Wrap-up and next steps
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National Boreal Caribou Knowledge Consortium

NBCKC: What we Are

A forum for:

• Knowledge sharing (What do we already know?);

• Knowledge generation (What do we need to know?); and 

• Knowledge mobilization (How do we apply what we know?).

How we are different:
• Fulsome collaboration and diverse representation;

• Passionate, creative, dialed-in members;

• Key partnerships and synergies;

• Ambitious targets and aggressive deadlines;

• United under common goal: caribou are conserved and recovered;

• A fast, flexible, focused, and highly skilled secretariat
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NBCKC: Who we Are

A Diverse and Growing Network of Representatives

FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS | INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES/ORGANIZATIONS 

WILDLIFE CO-MANAGEMENT BOARDS | ACADEMIA | INDUSTRY | ENGOs ][
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National Boreal Caribou Knowledge Consortium

NBCKC: Who we Are

A Diverse and Growing Network with Over 75 Representatives

FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS | INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES/ORGANIZATIONS 

WILDLIFE CO-MANAGEMENT BOARDS | ACADEMIA | INDUSTRY | ENGOs ][
Distribution of Woodland Caribou, Boreal Population, in Canada

LEGEND
Woodland Caribou, Boreal Population

Southern Extent of Historical
Woodland Caribou Distribution

(Range Boundaries Updated June 2012)
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Representation
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National Boreal Caribou Knowledge Consortium

NBCKC: How we Work

NBCKC 
(Bi-annual Meetings)

Indigenous Knowledge Circle 
(Bi-Monthly Meetings)

Leveraging Funding

Working Groups
(Monthly/Bi-Monthly Meetings)

Caribou Monitoring WG
Habitat Restoration WG

Population Management WG

Building Relationships

CWD Knowledge Network NEW
(Bi-annual Meetings)

Sharing Lessons Learned

Developing Tools for 
Knowledge Mobilization

Pooling Capacity

Knowledge Generation 
Through Collaboration

9



National Boreal Caribou Knowledge Consortium

Indigenous 
Knowledge 

Circle

CWD 
Knowledge 

Forum

Caribou 
Monitoring WG

Habitat 
Restoration 

WG

Population 
Management 

WG

NBCKC: How we Work

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE CIRCLE

CARIBOU MONITORING WORKING GROUP

HABITAT RESTORATION WORKING GROUP

POPULATION MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE KNOWLEDGE NETWORK

(+) future groups

• Knowledge sharing and generation through key networks
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NBCKC: How we Inform Action

CARIBOU MONITORING TOOLKIT

BOREAL CARIBOU CONCEPTUAL ECOLOGICAL 

MODEL

INTERACTIVE MAP OF CARIBOU PROJECTS & 

CONTACTS

KNOWLEDGE SHARING PORTAL with 

RESOURCES, NEWS & EVENTS

(+) future tools

• Knowledge mobilization through key tool development
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NBCKC: How we Connect

VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON MEETINGS / 

SECRETARIAT TRAVEL

KNOWLEDGE SHARING PORTAL

CARIBOU ECOLOGY & RECOVERY WEBINAR 

SERIES

NBCKC BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS, TWITTER
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http://www.cclmportal.ca
https://cmu.abmi.ca/about/caribou-ecology-and-webinar-series/
https://www.cclmportal.ca/portal/boreal-caribou/
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NBCKC: How we Succeed

Partnerships and Synergies 

● CCLM Portal - NRCan, DUC, NAIT, Innotech Alberta

● Caribou Range Planning Project - SRRB and GNWT

● 23+ Indigenous-led Caribou Projects 

● Caribou Ecology and Recovery Webinar Series

● Knowing the Herd - Nature United
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NBCKC: How we Succeed

Informing Practice

○ Boreal Caribou Monitoring in Canada Part I: PERSPECTIVES report

○ Boreal Caribou Monitoring toolkit: fact sheets, detailed reviews, decision making tables

○ Practical guidelines for reconciling Indigenous and non-Indigenous ways of knowing

○ Boreal Caribou Conceptual Ecological Model and associated communication tools

○ AND MORE...
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NBCKC: What brings us here today?

● What led to the formation of this Knowledge Network?

○ Need for coordination and knowledge sharing

○ Opportunity to learn from one another

● Why a Knowledge Network?

● Who are your leads?
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NBCKC Chronic Wasting Disease 
Knowledge Network

Update and proposed path forward

M.S.
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Chronic wasting disease

• Chronic wasting disease (CWD) 

• is a fatal neurological illness occurring in North American cervids 

(members of the deer family: deer, elk, moose etc.). 

• is in the same family of diseases that includes bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy (BSE, i.e., mad-cow disease) in cattle and 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) in humans.

● What causes CWD?

○ CWD is caused by a misfolded protein called a prion. 

○ All mammals produce normal prions that are used by cells

○ When disease-associated prions contact normal prions, they cause 

them to refold into the abnormal shape. 

○ Disease-associated prions are not readily broken down and accumulate 

in lymphatic and neural tissues.
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Risk of Spread to Caribou – Threat Assessment

• The threat assessment was 

completed in March 2019. 

• Based on the dynamics of the 

disease, the susceptibility of 

caribou to CWD, and the 

preventative measures that 

are in place, CWD was 

ranked as High in this threat 

assessment by the Canadian 

Wildlife Health Cooperative 

(CWHC)
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The NBCKC CWD Knowledge Network

• Purpose of the Network – to provide a space/platform to provide key updates 

and discuss CWD in the context of caribou conservation and planning

• Proposed meeting format
• Key updates - By submission or invitation

• Break-out room round table - updates / knowledge sharing / networking

• Meeting summary

• Proposed frequency
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Example: Key Update: ECCC and AFN

• ECCC supporting the AFN (Assembly of First Nations) CWD working 

group – focus on developing questions that will increase our 

understanding of CWD in relation to caribou populations.

• ECCC working with partners to develop a presence/absence map of 

CWD in cervids in relation to caribou populations 
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The NBCKC CWD Knowledge Network

Stay engaged between meetings

• The Canadian Conservation and Land Management Knowledge Portal 

(www.cclmportal.ca) 

• Add your projects / resources to the interactive map of caribou projects 

(spatially referenced) or contact the Secretariat for help (aspatial 

resources) cnscb-nbckc@cclmportal.ca

• Participate in the caribou seminar series (more info at cclm portal

and https://cmu.abmi.ca/about/caribou-ecology-and-webinar-series/) 

• NBCKC bi-monthly newsletters

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM THE CHAT LOG?
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http://www.cclmportal.ca
mailto:cnscb-nbckc@cclmportal.ca
https://cmu.abmi.ca/about/caribou-ecology-and-webinar-series/
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Knowing your network / tell us about yourself

• Who are you and are you representing an organization?

• What brings you here today / How are you involved in the field of CWD?

• What do you hope to achieve by being part of this network?

• What do you think about the proposed purpose and meeting format?
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Conclusion and Next Steps

• Meeting summary will be prepared and sent to the network

• Optional: Add your contact/resources/projects to the cclm portal

• Seeking presenters for next meeting

• Next meeting: July 2021
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Thank You
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